Washington State BILL
House of Representatives ANALYSIS

Transportation Committee
SSB 5161

Brief Description: Including reports of driving distractions in accident reports.

Sponsors. Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Eide and
Swecker).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill
*  Requiresinclusion of dataregarding driver distractionsin accident reports.

* Requiresinclusion of statistical data regarding driver distraction at the time of an accident
in yearly and monthly reports by the Washington State Patrol.

Hearing Date: 3/24/05
Staff: David Munnecke (786-7315).
Background:

The Washington State Patrol (WSP) is required to create a sample form for accident reportsthat is
available to other agencies or individuals. The report is designed to capture all material facts
related to the accident. The WSP isalso required to file, tabulate and analyze all accident reports,
and to publish monthly and annual statistical reports regarding accidents in Washington.

Currently, there is no requirement for law enforcement officers to indicate in their reports whether a
wireless communication device was in use at the time of a motor vehicle accident or whether the
driver was distracted at the time of the accident.

Summary of Bill:

The WSP will expand the traffic accident form that is completed by investigating officersto
include information disclosing whether any driver involved in an accident was distracted at the
time of the accident. Additionally, the WSP must include statistical information regarding driver
distractions at the time of an accident in its yearly and monthly reports.

Distraction categories to be collected and reported are to include at least the following:

* not distracted;

*  operating a hand-held electronic telecommunication device;

*  operating a hands-free wireless telecommunication device;

»  other electronic devices (to include, but not limited to, PDA's, laptop computers,
navigational devices, etc.);
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* adjusting an audio or entertainment system;

e smoking;

*  eating and/or drinking;

»  reading and/or writing;

e grooming;

* interacting with children, passengers, animals, or objects in the vehicle;
»  other inside distractions;

*  outside distractions; and

» distraction unknown.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.
Effective Date: The bill takes effect on January 1, 2006.
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